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“For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle? So if the

law give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare to obey it? It ought therefore to warn before it

strikes ... Let there be no authority to shed blood; nor let sentence be pronounced in any court

upon cases, except according to a known and certain law ... Nor should a man be deprived of
his life, who did not first know that he was risking it.”

(Francis Bacon (English Philosopher and Jurist, 1561-1626), quoted in R. v. Rimmington,
[2005] UKHL 63 (para. 32))
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unlawful conduct, we insist that laws give the
person of ordinary intelligence a reasonable
opportunity to know what is prohibited, so that he
may actaccordingly. . . . Second, if arbitrary and
discriminatory enforcement is to be prevented,
laws must provide explicit standards for those
who apply them. A vague law impermissibly
delegates basic policy matters to policemen,
judges, and juries for resolution on an ad hoc and
subjective basis, with the attendant dangers of
arbitrary and discriminatory application."**
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also consider the possibility that the person possessing the shotgun will later use it to commit a crime? The inclusion of burglary and
extortion among the enumerated offenses suggests that a crime may qualify under the residual clause even if the physical injury is remote
.from the criminal act. But how remote is too remote? Once again, the residual clause yields no answers”
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"Consistent with this connection between crime and punishment,) Alleyne v. United States, 570 U.S. 99, 109 (2013) :mv w1 .crime”
.(various treatises defined ‘crime’ as consisting of every fact which ‘is in law essential to the punishment sought to be inflicted’”
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a vague law is no law at all. Only the people’s elected representatives in Congress have the power to write new federal criminal laws.
And when Congress exercises that power, it has to write statutes that give ordinary people fair warning about what the law demands of
.9/ 7w neatan) Davis v. United States, 588 U.S.  (2019) :1xn .them. Vague laws transgress both of those constitutional requirements”
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that the limitations on this aggravating circumstance are too widely sketched but also that there do not appear to be any recognizable
limitations at all. Any murder can be especially heinous. It can be especially heinous because the victim is too young, too old, or because
the defendant chose his victims so that they were not too young or too old. If the defendant killed for no reason, the murder is especially
heinous, as is a murder committed for a reason the appellate court does not like. A killing is especially heinous if the victim is aware of the
impending death, and also if the killing is done without warning. The circumstances under which a first degree murder can be committed are
limitless, but so is the willingness of courts to include these circumstances within the scope of their states’ especially heinous aggravating
.(989 'nya DY) circumstances”
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